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To organize and activate knowledge about a specific topic.
Procedure: 
1. Select the main idea or topic of the passage; write it on a chart, ActivBoard, or anywhere it can be easily seen. Put a circle around the main idea. 

2. Have students brainstorm subtopics related to the topic. Use lines to connect to the main topic. 


3. Have students brainstorm specific vocabulary or ideas related to each subtopic. Record these ideas beneath each subtopic. 

4. Read the text and revise the Semantic Map to reflect new knowledge. 


Science Example: 
Hurricane:
Saffir Simpson Scale, eye, flooding, eye wall, wind, rain
Earthquake:
Tectonic plates, Richter Scale, epicenter, damage



 Catastrophic Events

Volcano:
Ring of Fire, lava, subduction zones, lava tubes, eruptions
Tornado:
Fujita Scale, Tornado Alley, Vortex, Sirens, wind, damage


